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The peace party of 1863 has been denounced
hastily rather than carefully studied. Its precise
machinations are not fully known, but the ugly
fact stands forth that a portion of the foreign
population of the North was roused in 1863 to
rebellion. The occasion was the beginning of the
first draft under the new law, in July, 1863, and
the scene of the rebellion was the City of New
York. The opponents of conscription had already
made inflammatory attacks on the Government.
Conspicuous among them was Horatio Se3^mour,
who had been elected Governor of New York in
that wave of reaction in the autumn of 1862.
Several New York papers joined the crusade.
In Congress, the Government had already been
threatened with civil war if the act was enforced.
Nevertheless, the public drawing by lot began on
the days announced. In New York the first
drawing took place on Saturday, July 12th, and
the lists were published in the Sunday papers.
As might be expected, many of the men drawn
were of foreign birth, and all day Sunday, the for-
eign quarter of New York was a cauldron boiling.
On Monday, the resumption of the drawing was
the signal for revolt. A mob invaded one of the
conscription offices, drove off the men in charge.